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Mission: We will meet the unmet demands of our  
students and families for a Catholic classical education  

to form a community of disciples of Christ.

Vision: As a Catholic community, we will increase the  
number of virtuous leaders, thinkers, and intentional  

disciples of Christ working to rebuild our culture.
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WELCOME new staff
As St. Ignatius enrollment has increased 
over the years, organizational leader-
ship has realigned to continue to best 
support teachers and meet student, 
family, and school needs. St. Ignatius 
Catholic School welcomed two new 
administrators this school year: Mr. 
Anthony Biese as Head of School and 
Krystyn Schmerbeck as Associate Head 
of School/Chesterton Academy Lead, 
who also teaches philosophy and  
geometry classes.

Mr. Nathan Vande Hey transitioned 
from his previously split role as Head-
master/System Administrator to the 
System President role. As the school 
and its staff grew, it became increasingly 
more difficult to support the teachers 
and staff and handle administrative 
tasks. Building an effective team  
became an essential ingredient for 
long-term success. With his new role, 
Mr. Vande Hey oversees all operations 
and reports to the Board of Trustees 
and Board of Directors. He works 
directly with the Administration Team 
(school operations) and the Executive 
Team (business operations), while  
Mr. Biese and Ms. Schmerbeck manage 
day-to-day operations and work directly 
with teachers. Mr. Vande Hey is  
directly involved in strategic planning 
and guiding the school, in order to  
fulfill the mission and vision and,  
ultimately, to guide students to learn  
to know, love, and serve Jesus. 

Mr. Anthony 
Biese

Mr. Biese joined 
St. Ignatius as an 
accomplished 
national Catholic 
classical school 
leader, most 

recently serving in Head of School roles 
at Catholic classical schools in Indiana, 
Minnesota, and California. Under his 
leadership, those schools increased 
enrollment; enhanced faith formation 

opportunities; embraced the  
Catholic classical curriculum; launched 
co-curricular, theater, and athletics  
opportunities; and consistently ranked 
among the highest in their respective 
dioceses and states for standardized test 
scores and other academic measures.

“The classical approach, when done 
well, works. Students learn how to seek, 
discover, and embrace all that is true, 
good, and beautiful. There is nothing 
more important or powerful to help 
humans to become most fully human 
than truly living out the Catholic faith. 
When students are enveloped within a 
comprehensive and dynamic Catholic 
culture, with daily, regular participation 
in the sacramental life and prayer, the 
school becomes a place where students 
are trying to be good, trying to please 
God with all that they do.”

Mr. Biese earned his bachelor’s degree 
in theology and philosophy from  
Franciscan University of Steubenville 
and his master’s degree in theology 
and Christian ministry from Franciscan 
University of Steubenville.

Mr. Biese’s parents are Kaukauna  
and Freedom natives. He and his wife, 
Shivaun, have 11 children, 7 of whom 
are school-aged and attend St. Ignatius.

Ms. Krystyn 
Schmerbeck

Ms. Schmerbeck 
joined the St. 
Ignatius team  
as Philosophy  
and Geometry 
Teacher, as well  
as Associate Head 

of School/Chesterton Academy Lead. 
Most recently, Ms. Schmerbeck was the 
Principal of Lansing Catholic High 
School in Michigan, and prior to that, 
she taught Latin and classical languages 
at Catholic classical schools in Virginia 
and New York. 

In those roles, she established a 
foundation for Catholic curriculum 
realignment, developed peer-tutor-
ing programs and house systems, and 
supported improved staff instructional 
procedures. In addition to her experi-
ence in academia, she also worked in 
donor development and communica-
tions with the Susan B. Anthony List 
and the Archdiocese of Washington.

Ms. Schmerbeck earned her master’s 
degree in education from Marymount 
University and her master’s degree in 
public policy from George Washington 
University School of Public Policy and 
Administration. She earned her bache-
lor’s degree in philosophy and classical 
languages from Hamilton College.

Welcome, New Staff!
Mr. Tony Biese, Head of School

Ms. Krystyn Schmerbeck,  
 Associate Head of School / 
 Chesterton Academy Lead,  
 Philosophy and Geometry  
 Teacher

Ms. Abigail Baierl, 4K Teacher  
 and Learning Specialist

Mr. Wesley Beyer, Drama Teacher

Mrs. Julie Burkart, Interventionist

Mrs. Theresa Dressler,  
 Interventionist

Mr. Peter Krautkramer, Band  
 Teacher

Ms. Kassia Lubinski, Educational  
 Assistant

Mr. Zachary Lulloff, Art Teacher

Mrs. Maria McQuillan, Speech  
 and Language Pathologist

Mrs. Megan Parker, 3K Teacher

Mrs. Tammy Spidle, Before/ 
 Aftercare Assistant

Ms. Rebecca Spietz, Grade 3  
 Teacher

Ms. Clara Vande Hey,  
 Educational Assistant

Mr. Lee VanderSanden,  
 Athletic Director
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Dear Parents, Students, and Benefactors 
of St. Ignatius Catholic School,

The ultimate goal of an authentic 
Catholic education is leading souls to 
heaven. The essential reality of Heaven 
is being with God. Amazingly, we can 
be with God right now! The best way to 
get to Heaven is to live this earthly life 
in intimate communion with God. We 
need a personal relationship with Jesus, 
and the most powerful way to have this 
relationship is through a sacramental 
life of prayer.

The Eucharist is the source for our life 
as Christians. Our desire to be close to 
God is nourished and satisfied when 
we receive Him in His entirety—Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity—in Holy 
Communion. With every Holy Commu-

nion, we have the opportunity to grow 
ever-closer to Christ and to each other. 
The Eucharist becomes the source it is 
meant to be by our regular reception 
and our developing a personal friend-
ship with Jesus that underlies our entire 
life. Holy Communion leads us to 
prayer; prayer then increases our desire 
for Holy Communion; and real growth 
happens as these two build upon each 
other in a daily progression.

Daily Mass begins to change the  
motivation of the student body. Over 
time, as is true in my own experience  
at two schools, students begin more  
and more to be motivated by heaven,  
by being good, by pleasing God.  
With regular confession, this process 
increases exponentially. When students 
experience each day what matters most 

in life, and learn within a vibrant, joyful 
Catholic culture, we give them the  
highest motivation. We give them an 
eternal focal point for their earthly  
existence. We give them the highest 
and best motivation—pleasing God 
above all things. When students start 
doing their best and pushing them-
selves to improve as a way of preparing 
themselves to answer God’s call in  
their life and to please Him, they and 
the school is well on its way to being 
transformed. This best of motivations 
is the foundation for a thriving school. 
Please keep us in your prayers that we 
may be all that God calls us to be.

God Bless! 
Anthony Biese, Head of School 
St. Ignatius Catholic School

HEAD OF SCHOOL note

From Mr. Tony Biese, Head of School
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STUDENTS in action

GOLF WITH A VET 
The St. Ignatius Chesterton 
Academy choir sang the  
national anthem at Golf with a 
Vet in Kaukauna in September. 
It was an honor for our high 
school students to share their 
God-given musical gifts, honor 
our country, and extend their 
gratitude to veterans.

ENROLLMENT  
INCREASE 
Students and families continue 
to say “yes” to Catholic classical 
education and the St. Ignatius 
difference. Enrollment for the 
2022-23 school year increased 
nearly 9% year-over-year.  
Since 2018, St. Ignatius has  
experienced a 75% increase  
in enrollment.

STAFF RETREAT 
St. Ignatius staff enjoyed the 
annual all-staff retreat at the 
National Shrine of Our Lady  
of Good Help on October 7,  
the Feast of the Holy Rosary. 
Staff celebrated Mass, enjoyed 
fellowship, prayed together,  
and reflected upon Rosarium 
Virginis Mariae, St. Pope John 
Paul II’s Apostolic Letter on  
the Most Holy Rosary.
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STUDENTS in action

ATHLETICS 
Middle and high school student 
athletes competed well during 
the fall athletics season! St.  
Ignatius offers athletics every 
season, including volleyball,  
cross country, soccer, and  
golf during the fall.

FRANCISCAN  
ADVANTAGE 
Thanks to a first-of-its-kind, 
exclusive academic partnership 
between Chesterton Academy 
and Franciscan University of 
Steubenville launched this fall, 
St. Ignatius juniors and seniors 
have another opportunity to earn 
college credit while still in high 
school. The concurrent enroll-
ment partnership, Franciscan 
Advantage, demonstrates the 
high quality Catholic classical 
education provided at St. Igna-
tius, serves the intellectual and 
spiritual needs of our students, 
and ensures affordable, faithfully 
Catholic education.

WONDER & DELIGHT 
Catholic classical education taps 
into children’s inherent wonder 
and delight, shepherding their 
young minds, hearts, and souls 
toward beauty, goodness, and 
truth. Our 3K program begins 
that educational journey–and fos-
ters a lifelong love of learning–by 
providing them the building 
blocks to develop intellectually, 
physically, socially, and spiritually.



STAFF retirements
Thank you for your service! 

St. Ignatius recognizes staff who recently retired. 
We are grateful for their years of dedicated,  
faith-filled service to our students, our school,  
and our Lord. May they be abundantly blessed  
in this next chapter of their lives! 

Carolyn Christel, Preschool Aide

Mark Farnsworth, Speech Language Pathologist

Ann Geiser, Grade 1 Teacher

Pam Kuepper, Grade 1 Teacher

Mary VanderSanden, Art Teacher
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JOIN ST. IGNATIUS  
FOR THE 2023-24 
SCHOOL YEAR!
To learn about upcoming open 
houses, participate in a shadow  
day, or schedule a tour at  
St. Ignatius, contact: 
admissions@stignatiuskaukauna.org

EXPERIENCE THE  
ST. IGNATIUS DIFFERENCE!

Weddings & Anniversaries 
• Steve ‘66 and Linda ‘67 

(Schmidt) Lamers, both  
graduates of St. Francis 
School, celebrated 50  
years of marriage on  
September 30, 2022! 

To submit and share your  
important life events visit:  
www.stignatiuskaukauna.org/
alumni-events. 

ALUMNI news

GET US IN YOUR INBOX!
Upcoming Community News  

editions will be sent via email.

Share your email with  
mkarius@stignatiuskaukauna.org  

to update your email and subscribe. 

Prefer a print copy?  
Email mkarius@stignatiuskaukauna.org to  
request a mailed copy of future editions.

CALENDAR of events

HOSTED BY:  
St. Ignatius Catholic School  

and the St. Ignatius Catholic 
School Athletic Association

SATURDAY  
FEBRUARY 11

St. Ignatius Catholic School

Chili  |  Raffles  |  Family Fun  |  Fellowship  |  Entertainment

St. Ignatius Chesterton  
Academy Gala 

Thursday, April 20, 2023
Van Abel’s, Hollandtown

www.stignatiuskaukauna.org/gala
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FUNDRAISING development

St. Ignatius Catholic School diligently works to prepare students for lifelong excellence by helping them identify, 
develop, and share their God-given talents and gifts. By focusing on the values of our Catholic faith, we empower our 
students for success in their future education and as Catholic citizens of our society and world. When you donate to 
our Annual Appeal, you are helping decrease the gap between the actual cost of education per student and the amount 
covered by tuition and the Kaukauna Catholic Parishes subsidy.

Many people believe in the value  
of a Catholic education. Don “Bert” 
Tennessen is one of those peo-
ple, and this fall, he proved that 
by pledging $50,000 of matching 
funds to St. Ignatius Catholic 
School in memory of Mary, his  
wife of 52 years. Bert will match 
donations to St. Ignatius, dol-
lar-for-dollar up to $50,000. 

Donations will go toward the 
Needs Fund. Unrestricted gifts to the Needs Fund go to work 
immediately to enhance the learning experience for students 
and staff and help keep our tuition affordable. As in most  
Catholic schools, tuition and parish support cover only a  
portion of the overall cost of educating each student in  
our Catholic classical curriculum.

WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED TO RECEIVE A VERY GENEROUS $50,000  
MATCHING GIFT THAT WILL HELP US REACH OUR $500,000 GOAL. 

Please consider helping our school by  
donating to this MATCHING FUND!
Make a Memorial or Tribute Gift to:

• Celebrate special occasions such as  
birthdays, anniversaries, or weddings.

• Honor or remember a loved one, colleague,  
or special friend.

• Provide recognition for achievements  
or milestones.

• Offer a holiday gift for colleagues or  
business partners.

You can make your donation by: 
• Mailing or dropping it off at St. Ignatius  

Catholic School, 220 Doty Street, Kaukauna

• Visiting our website at  
www.stignatiuskaukauna.org/giving
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LANGUAGE LEARNING  
BENEFITS STUDENTS 

Elementary through high school, all St.  
Ignatius students benefit from learning both 
Latin and Spanish. Language study enhances 
students’ intellectual abilities; builds mental 
discipline; enhances cultural, historical, and 
theological understanding; and supports mas-
tery of English and further language studies.


